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the Grells

RICHARD AND GAM GRELL'S HOME 1N THE WESTERN RESERVE AREA OF OHIO WAS NEWLY
COMPLETED WHEMNT APFEARED IN THE PAGES OF OUR SEFTEMBER :||;|1'|-.| ISEUE. HERE, A LOOK AT
HOW THE COUPLE HAS EASED THE 1BTH-CENTURY -STYLE STRUCTUKE INTO THE 215T CENTURY.

PHOTOGGRAPHY BY MEITH SCOTT MORTOMN FPHODUGED BY TISHA LEUNG WRITTEN BY MATTHEW HOLM
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i i 5 B! revisiting the 18th

In Ht'p[{'m]'#l' 1984, we fearured the home of wl |'-1:||.|§'||.I Winsdsor chair maker Richard Grell and huis wife, L}'}q ilp_,“p._-

of Hichands [H'l:'rl-ﬁ"-iﬁl: (see " Wade b Hand™ im omar Apeal 20008 ssoed, and becase thee surronnding area, Oihios Wisr

e Feserve, was sended by pﬂ:l|'||l: from Conmecticut .'-|1|1rt|_1_.':|!|:|.'r thee Armerscan Revolumson, rhe Cinels chose o biiald

an authentic Connecticue Colonial, “Back then, we just
wantod o be as true 1o the period as we conld.” says Gay, *1
have no ey, 1 wasa beginner! 1 wasonly 25 when 1 designed
thie e T decades lacr, Conentry Living has reonrned
v the Ceell home o lind warmer colors, bnghter mooms,
anel pared-dlevwn collectns. But the couple’s love of 18rh-
centey America i3 still serongg, and Richard’s Windsor
s are sl e focus 11|IL"|'CI'!.' rosiime, ~Che o the things

thar ul1i!|riu.". it e ot o liigke has -:'|u|1;'|_',u1‘|." 135 [:.I:.'.

The Living Room

The Basic layeut of the lving room
remains the same. Common ole:
menls imclude the camelback sols
{niow on (1% 1kird fabrich, the Quecn
Anne-style tea takle that Rickhard
Bublt [mow Black instead of afiaw-
colered], and the portrail of Oay's
great-great-groal-prandmathon.
Mary Maxima [is whita], and her
shster, Sally. & worm, dep-gald wall
colar won out over The old Colsnial
blue and white, And the Bokars
carpet was replacod Witk o slsal jup
and a 100-year-old Aubussan. °1
lowe i1,” Gay zays of 1he Frameh
tewtide. 1 wish It were raom-sined.”
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Boginning with simple trim, wall colors, and lighting
fitures and Becoming more elegant ever time. Richard's
crafismanghig—like his ambiious 10-legged Windsar
seftee (loftj—is Still key. The perirails of Gay's great:
great-great-great-grandparents, praviowsly on sepamte
walls, wore feaslly placed side By side (heli). ~Now they e
togethes, as hey should be,” Goy says, KANCING CORNIR
CUPBOARD; DELAGEANEE ANFIQUES. REFRODUCTION EHAN-
DELIER: THE BRLT B0, WALL 3LOMCE; OLD SOMIMIDN TiM SHOR

what was
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“Collecting is one
of my passions,” says
homeowner Gay
Grell. “But it’s hard to
know when to stop.”

The HI tChE‘ﬂ | ramsambar 20 years afo
whim wa labd wood Moo in (ke Kitckan,” Gay says,
“Pople teld us, “Fou ean'l do thatl™ Bul the Noor has
#locd the test of time, slong wilh the oilod poplar
counlefiops, classic furmilure (afihough soma ploces
Fmave maved, like (ho stop-bock cupboand, appagile
page, which is pow in the alrium], and Eitchanware
collections, “We lewe ulilitarian artifsces,” says '[;Ir.
“Thero's @ sende sbhoul what 1hey regresent, whore
1Boy v Beon” With & lasgh, $he sdds. *In 200 years,
ey coeking uteasils would not have as much to say.”
QFFOEITE FUGE: TABLE AMD CUFBOARD: DELAGRAMOE ANTIQUES.
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B FARE DOWMN “We tried 10

equwe of her lnar
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G U'E St EE’ d I'{}D TTI The Gredls bullt meless, prac-
tical details into thelr guest ream. Far example, the handy wall-
mounded peg ralls ta the left of the window and the high shebf thai
=pans its length will always be useful for hanging clathos {of
handmade camdles and astique lanterns) and displaying favorite
collectibes, Toy farm equigment frem Richard's boysocd lines the
shell. The antique rops Bed was in pieces, nearly enrecognizabide,
when they found it &b & Mea market lats one sferncan ia 1976,
“That's why nebody Bnd picked it up before we gol there,” says
Gay. The couple passed the bed's red Jacob's Ladder quilt—an
heirleom harded down from Richard's greast-grandmother—io his
niece. In (s place, Gay drassed 1he bed with a mew blue geilt nd
bed skirt and an antique yellew erib quill. The new wall color comphe-
ments the richness of (e weod fleor and antigee bed. *I°s 8 very
socthing, comforfable ronm,” says Gay, “restful, as it should ba.”

what was

B COLORS The coir sisnl rug
thé mspiralion far tho w
H L b al rict L
i That"s what | wani i
£ yo L. [he whele
f il | it {FTs
Al ko oo | i
Syl " Wed lowe & oovirast
T degp coleds
B SHUTTERS Th:
L & nn 1 1 |
T "W awn ord
[aEEr hait E mEv
Filar N, S0 day. "'
inted Lo be more ceoativo
rhas " When thoy redid
fégm, lhe Grells doclded o
ipdate the window freatment,
Lo, by inserling cusioen Beged-
aricls fo ode privacy and




B FURMISHINGS In 1he atr

um, Hichard' s aig EEp

mirrar 1REE HAL & ramie cod
paged of onldded mala

B FALX FLOORS & wood floor

CfE modeErn senoiticen

Iﬂ'un Additlﬂn The Grells love sitting sutside, pariag at ihe

garcon, buf in Ohio. that's not practical year-roumd, Soin 1992, Gay de-
Slgned @ corservaiody (heft). Hs cheresiory and masy sthor windswt fave
It a @tstinctly diffarant lock—both intide and out—from the 1Rh-century-
siyle cone of the hame. *11 was a challenge to work out (e Urangition
bedwies the consenatory and the house,” says Gag, “That's why | created
tha atrius,” The atrium halkeay, with glass doors and akylights but a
paintad wand floor (abave|, helps (o cornoet the ofd and new Lpaces.

Small Changes wminor cnaages make big ditser-

ences, The keeping-room sofa Is the same ong that the Grells had in
1984, but Gay later hid the original spholstory, 8 Cramston plaid
from Wawveily, with a slipcover of saddic-coforgd donks, Whon that
wird owl, the had the fofa reuphaolstered in B0 samo Tabie, The
diniag roem &Ll ks sconces, but the simgle §im ones from 1984
wire replaced with more elabosate reproductions made of s and
gilded tin. Some pieces from Gay's collections, Like (ha sall-glazed
crocks and Jeps, were moved fo ather rooms, Othess, ke the LBZD
QOhdo corner cupboard, she sold. But, she points out, that's all par
of livng with 8 heuse and redecorating i, “Soma things you lel g of."
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